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I THE ADVENTURE OF

THIS WIT; CARBUNCLE.

lly A. COXAK DOYLE.

nrt'O''. MM. -- v ( o " "".l-- I

had cillotl upou ray frlond fihorloek Holmos

upon the second morning nttor Christmas,

wltli H'O intmtion of wishing him thnoomtill
mentsof tho season. Ha was lounging upon

the jofn In n purple dressing gown, a plpo ruck
wdliln his reach upon tlio loft, nnd a pllo ot
morning papers llttorcJ about, nil ovor nnd
around lilm. llosidotho couch was u woodon

chnlr. uml on tlio ongloof tlio back hung nvory
needy ntid disreputable hard folt hat much tho

or-oftr wear, and cracked In sovornl plncos.

A lens nnd n forceps lying upon tho seat of tho
clmlr fucsostoil that tho hat had boon sus-

pended In this monitor for tho purposo ot ox

inlnitlon.
"Yniinr.tonj:agod."Bnld I. "Perhaps I In-

terrupt j on 3"
' Not at all. I am clad to li.ivo a frlond with

whom I enn discuss my results. Tho imttor
Is a perfectly ttlvlnlone." ho Jorkotl his thumb
Intho direction of tho old hat, " but thoro aro
points In coinoistlon with It which nro not lr

dovold ot Interest, and ovon of Instruo
tlon."

Iscvt-dmj-s- In hlsarmohnlrnnd warmod
m hands before his crackling tiro, torn sharp
frost hud set In anil tho windows woiothlck
with tlio leo crystal'. " I supposo," I romnrked,
' that, lioinoly as It look, tills thine 1ms somo

chndl) stor linked onto It that It ls tho cluo
which will guldo yon Intho solution of somo
unvtory nnd thn punishment of somo orlmo."

"No. no I No rilmc," said Sherlock Holmes,
laushlndr. "Only ono of thoso whimsical
little Incldonts which will happon when you

bars four million human beings all jostling
each other within tho spaco ot a fow square
miles. Amid the action nnd reaction ot so
dense a swarm of humanity, evory posslblo
combination of events mny bo opectod to
Ukephce. nnd many a littlo problomwllt bo
presented which may bo striking and bizarre
without being crlmlmL Wo have already hnd
eiperlenco of such. "

"Bo much so." I reranrked. " that of tho last
tlx cases which I havo added to my notes
three two boon cnllroly frco ot any legal
crime."

"Precisely. You alludotomy attompttoro-ooTortlielronoAdl- er

papers, to tho singular
caso ot Miss Mary --Sutherland, and to the ad-

venture of tho man with tho twisted lip. Wo!!.
I have no doubt that this small matter will fall
Into tho PRiuo Innocent category. You know
Peterson, the commissionaire f "

"Yes."
"It Is to lihn that this trophy belongs."
"It Is his hat"
"No, no, ho found it Its owner Is unknown.

I beg that jou will look upon it not as n batt-

ered billycock, but as an Intellectual problem.
And first as to how It camohuro: It arrived
upon Christmas morning In company with a
good fat goose, which Is, I hao no doubt.
roasting at this moment In front ot I'otorson'a
fire. The facts nro these: About 4 o'clock on
Christmas morning Fotorson. who. as you
know. Is a von honost follow, was returning
from some small jollification and was making
his way homeward down Tottenham Court
road. In front ot him ho saw In tho gaslight a
Ulllehman walking with a slight staggor and
carrying a white gooso slungovorhls shoulder.
As lio reached the corner ot Goodgo street a
row broke out between this Btrangor nnd
a little knot of roughs. One of tho lat-
ter knocked oft tho man's hat. on
which he raised his stick to defend
himself, and. swinging it over his hend
smashed tlio shop w Indow behind him. I'oter-so- n

had rushed forward tofprotect tho stranger
from his assailants, but tho man. nhockod at
baring broken the window, and seeing an

person In uniform rushing to-

ward him. dropped his goose, took to his heols,
and vanished amid tho labyrinth ot small
streets which lio at the bnck of Tottonhnm
Court road. The. roughs had also Hod at tho
appearance of Peterson, so that he was left in
possession of tho field ot battlo, and also ot
tho spoils of victor. In tho shapo of tho batt-

ered hat and a most umlmpeachablo Christ-
mas goose."

" Which surely ho restored to their ownor?" My dear fellow, thoro lies tho probloin. It
Is true that "For Mr. Honry Uakor" was
printed upon a small card, which was tlodto
the bird's left leg. and it Is also true that tho
Initials H. B. are legible upon tho lining of this
hat but as thoro aro somo thousand ot Bakers,
and Eomo hundreds ot Honry linkers in this
city of ours, it Is not easy to rostoro lost pro-
perty any ono ot thorn."

HVhat thn, did Fotorson do?"
"He brought round both hnt and gooso to

me on Christmas morning, knowing that
even the smallest problems nro of intorost to
me. The gooso we retained until this morn-la- i.

when tlitro were signs that In spito of tho
slight frost, it would bo well that it should bo
eaten without unnecessary delay. Its Under
has carried It off. therefore to fulfil tho ulti-
mate destiny of a gooso. whllo I continue to
retain the hat of tho unknown gentleman who
lost his Christmas dinnor."

"Did he not advertise?"
"No."
"Then what clue could you havo as to his

Wentity ?"
"Only as much as we can deduce."
"From his hat?"
"Precisely,"

But you nro joking. What can you gather
from this old batterod felt?"

"Here Is my Ions. You know my methods,
wiatcan you gather jourself as to the

tho man who has worn this art!-cle- ?'

I took the Uttered object in my hands nnd
turned It ovor rather ruefully. It wus a very
ordinary black hat, of tho usunl round shape,
Jra, and much tho worao for woar. Tho
nine had boon of rod ellk. but wus a good

ueal discolored. Thoro was no maker's name,tut as Holmes had romarkod. tho initials H.a wero scrawled upon ono side. It was
Pierced In tho brim for a hat soouror. but thetatlo was missing. For tho rest itu cracked, oiceodlngly dusty, nnd spotted
'-- wvural places, although thoro sooraod towo boon somo attempt to hide the discolored
WKhesby smearing thorn with Ink.
t.r?,SC0,D0thluc'" ald I. handing it backMny friend.

"On the contrary. Watson.you can see every-in- g.

lou. fall. howov or. to reason from what
.ferens'U " t0 Um'a ln drawlmt y0Ur

"Then pray tell me what It Is that you canlafcr from this hat."
He pickod It up and gawd nt it in tho

1,Sh,0nW,l,C',WB"charMtor"

WehVi"' ''"''"P"- - less suffRestlvo than It
been." ho remarked. "And yet

Use?! i
.uw lnferwns which aro vory dls-iit,- n

, Vmv otl'fs which represent at least
??0,?' That tho man

JSai"" lnk'lll-:,ll-
l l. of course, obvious

bih t ,'" tUo !aht "'ro0 oa"- - although

b,!,M '"sa now than formerly, pointing
rP,trc,KrebB'"n- - which, whtn taken

K?decllnoo'liU fortunes, sooms to
rrobably drink, at

olThm:tn ,?' 1 UU m"y neoountnlso for thocltl,lt 'lolw. censed to loio
"Mydoarllolmos!"
lfTeI'n:.h..:TX8r'rolalno(1 80mo dogrooot

rmonttW ' ll0:ntlnued. disregarding my

wtlreh u ???,3 out litt1"' ls out of training
Wlchhsi...'? i"",ct"1, ,'"s Btlzzl0(l iHlr

M ? I"i'1,t'ut w lt,,ln th la6t '" .I
''""""'"'Bilhllme-crenm- . Thoso

'ZiSJ,,l"lt- - Al80' " the wir.tli.tlt
lBTlM,0Jc"r0bbletl,llth' '"l" BM MlX

jl fJ2reCer!l,n,rjollnc'Holracs-'- '

"Not In tho least Is it posslblo that ovon
now when I glvo tou thoso results you are
unnblo to soo how thoy aro attalnod V

"I havo no doubt that I am vory stupid, but
I must oonfoss that I atn unabla to follow you.
For otnraplo, how did you doduco that this
nmn wns Intollortual?"

For nnswor Ilolmos clapped tho hat upon
his head. It enmo right ovor tho forehead nnd
sottlnd upon thobrldgoot his noso. "Itlsn
question of cublo capacity," said ho: "a man
with so largo a brain must havo something In
It'"

"Tho docllno of his fortunes, thon?"
"This hat Is three years old, Theso flat

brims ourlod at tho edgo enmo ln thon. It ls a
hat ot tho vory bust quality. Look nt tho band
of ribbed Mlk. and tho excellent lining. It this
man could afford to buy so cxponMvo a hat
throu years ago, and Iiub had no hat slnco, thon
ho has assuredly gono down In tho world."

"Woll, thnt Is clenr enough, cettnlnly. Hut
how about tho foresight nnd tlio moral retro-
gression?"

Hhorloek Ilolmos laughed. "Hero ls tho
foresight" said ho, putting his finger upon tho
littlo disk and loop of tho hat securer." Thoy
aro novor sold upon hats. If this man ordered
one. It Is a slgnot n cortaln amount of fore-
sight slnco ho went out of his way to tnko this
precaution against tho wind. Dut, slnco wo soo
thnt ho has brokon tho clastlo and has not
troubled to replaco It, It Is oM ious that ho has
lcs9 foresight now than formorly. which ls a
distinct proot of n weakening nature. On tho
other hnml. ho litis endemored to conceal
somo of theso plains upon tho folt by daubing
them with Ink. whleh is a sign that hu has nut
cnllroly lost his

" Your reasoning Is cortalnlr plausible."
"Tho turlher points, that ho Is mlddlo-ngod- ,

that his linlr is grizrled, thnt It lms been
cut, and that ho uses lime-crea- are

nil to he cohered from n clnso examination of
tho loner pnrt ot tho lining. Tho lens

a large numlor of hulr ends, clean cut
by tho wlfnors of thobnrbcr. They nil nppear
tobondhcslve. nnd thoro Isadlstlnit odorof
llmo-crcn- This dust, jou will obsone, is
not the gritty gray dust of the street, but tho
fluffy brown dust of tho hmtso, showing that
It hits boon hung up Indoors most of tho time,
while thn marks ot muinturoupon the lusldo
nro proof posltio that tho wearer persplrid
very freely, and could therefore hurdly bo ln
tho boht of training "

"Hut his wlfor You said that sho had ceased
to ho him."" 1 his lut has not boon brushed for weeks,

hen 1 soo you. my dear Watson, with a week's
nccumul itlonof du- -t upon your lint, nnd when
jourwlfo allows jou to go out In such a state,
1 shall fear thnt you nlso ho been unfortu-
nate enough to lose, jour wlfo's nffuctlon "

" Hut ho might bo ii bachelor."
"Nny. ho was bringing homo thn gooso nan-poae-

olTering to hs wife. Hemumber the cardupon tho biid's leg."
lou hn o nn nnsn or to o erj I hlng: but how

on earth do you doduco that tho gas is not luid
on In his house?"

"Ono tallow stnln or ovon two might come
by chance, but when I seo no less thiui llvo I
think thoro can b littlo doubt that tho indi

brought Into froquont contact withburning tallow walks up stairs at night prob-
ably with his hat in one linnd and a guttering
cnndlo in tho othor. Anyhow, ho novor got n
tadow stain from a gas jet. Ant you Katlslled r"

"Well. It Is ery ingenious." mild I. laugh-
ing: "but slnco. as you said just now,
thoro has been no crlmo eommllted. nnd no
harm done en,i tho loss of a gooso, nil this
Booms to bo rutheru wnstoof ouorgy." Sher-
lock Holmes had opened his mouth to reply
when tho door Hew o on. and Peterson, tho
cnimnishloniitrc, rushed Into tho np.irtmont
with flushed vheeks und tho face of n miinwho Is dnzedwlth oxcltomont "The goose.
Mr. Holmes I 'i'hu goose, sh I" ho gasped.

"F.h. what of it tlieiw llus it returned to
life nnd lluiiped off through tho kitchen win-
dow" Holmes twistml himself round upon
tlio Bofato get a fairorviowof tho unn's ex-
cited face

"tfoohoio. Blr. fienwhat mywlfo found In
Its crop." Ho hold out his hand nnd displayed
upon tlio eentio of tho palm a brilliant! scin-tillating liluo stone, rather smullor than
beau in size, hut of such purity and rndlunco
that it twinkled liko nn elcUnc point In tho
dark hollow of Ills hand.

hhoilnck Holmes sat up with a whistle. "By
.Tool 1'oterbiin." 'aid lie, "this is treasure
tioo Indeed. I bupjioso that you know what
jou hao got?"

"A diamond, sir. A precious stono. ItcutsInto glass as though It wuro putty."
"It's more thau u precious stone. It's the

precious tono."
"Nut thoCountossof Morcar's bluo carbu-

ncle" 1 ojieulatod.
"I'replsoly so. I ought to know its sbo nndshape, soelng that I hnvo read tho niheitiso-mun- t

about it in tho 'lme o erv day lately. It
is absolutely unique and Hh nlueeun only beconjoctured. but the reward olTered of a thou-
sand pounds Is certainly not within u twen-
tieth part of tho market price."

"A thousand pounds I Great Lord of Moreyl"
Tho commfnslouairo plumped down Into a

chair, and stared from ono to tho other of us.
"That is tho reward., und 1 hno reason to

know that there nro sentimental considera-
tions In tho background, which would Induo
tho Countess to part w ith half hor foi tuno if she
could but reeoMir tho gom."

"It wns lost, if J remember right at tho Ho-t-

Cosmopolitan." I remarked.
"Precisely ho. on tho "J'Jd of Deepmber, just

five days ago. John liornoi. a plumljor, was
nccusod of hningab'traeteditfrom tho lady's
jewel enso. Tho oldenco against him was so
strong that tho caso has boon referred to tho
assize-'- . 1 hnvo Homo account of tho matter
hero. I beliop," Ho rummaged amid tils
nowspaporx. glancing o or tho dates, until at
lust ho smoothed one out. doubled it over, and
rpnd tho following paragraph:

"Hotel Cosmopolitan Jew el BonnEnr. John
Horner, '2t), plumber, wns brought up upon tho
charge of having upon tholiUd fust abstracted
from tho jewol enso of tho Countoss or Morcnr
tho Miluable gent known as tlio "liluo Car-
buncle.' James Hydru. upper attendant nt tho
hotol. gate his oWdenco to the effect thnt he
had shown Hoinorupto tho dressing room of
the Countess of Morcnr upon tho duy of tho
lubboryln order that ho might soldet tlio sec-
ond bar of tho grate, which wus loose Ho had
remained with Horner Homo littlo time, but
hu 1 finally boon called away. On returning
Im found that Horuor had disappeared, that
tho bureau hud been forced open, and that tho
small morocco casket In which, us it altur-wnr- d

transpired, tho Countess was ac-
customed to koop hor jewel, wus lylug
empty upon tho dressing table. Itjder
Instantly gave tho alarm, und Horner was ti

d tho Sinn! evonlni-- . hut the stono eould
not be fuund olthor upou his person or In his
rooms. CatherlnoCusack, maid to tho Count-en-

deposed to having heard lldor's cry of
dismay on discovering tho robbery, and to
having rushed into tho room, w here sho found
matters as described by tho Inst witness. In-
spector llradstreet. Klghth Division, gave evi-
dence an to tho arrest of Horner.who struggled
frantically and protested his Innocence in
thesttongost terms. Lvldoncoot a previous
comktiun for robbery liming been ghun
against tho prlsonor. tho magistrato refused
to deul summarily with tho offence, but refer-
red it to tho Assizes. Horner, who hud bIiowii
Flgns of Intmiso emotion during tho proceed-
ings, fainted nway at tho conclusion, aud was
carried out of court"

'Hum I Uo much tor tho pollco court," Bald
Holmes, thoughtfully, tossing usldo tho paper.
"Thouuostlonforus now to solve Is tho

of oMints leading from a rilled jowal
casont ouo end, to theeionof n goose In Tot-
tenham Court road at tho othor. lou hco.
Watson, our littlo deductions lmo suddenly
assumed n much more Important and leas In-

nocent aspect Hero is tho stono; the i.tono
enmo from the goose, and tho goose camo
from Mr. Henry Dakar, the gentleman with
tho bad hut und all tho othor characteristics
with which I havo bored you. Ho now wo must
set ourselves very seriously to llndlnir this
gentleman and usoertulnlng what part ho has
played In this littlo mysteiy. To do this wo
must try tho simplest meuns first and those
Ho undoubtedly in an advertisement In all tho
eonlng papers. It this fail I bhull have

to other moans."
"What will jou say "
"Olo mo n pencil nnd that slip of paper.

Now thon: 'Found nt tho corner of Goodgo
street a goose und a black folt Imt. Mr. Henry
linker can haothqHuino by applying at 0:.)
this evening nt ill Baker streetr That ls
clear nnd tonclse."

" Very, but will ho seo It?"
"Well, ho Is suro to keen nn oyo on tho

pnpurs. since, to a poor man, tho loss Is n. heavy
one. He was clearly so scared bv his

In breaking tho window, and by tlio ap-
proach of Peterson, that he thought of nothing
but Might hut slnco thon ho must have bitterly
regretted tho impulso wliloli caused him to
drop his bird. Thon. again, tho introduction
of his name will causolilra to see it. for every
ono who knows him will direct his attention to
It Hero you nro. Potorson. Hun down to tie
Advertising agency and havo this put ln tho
evening panora."

" OtUn ulo'tflobr. Slnr. rail Mall. Sf, James's.
Erenmg AVicn. Handartl, AVio, and uny others
thnt occur to you."

" Very woll. sir. And this stono l"
"Ah. yes. I shall kop tho stono. Thank you.

And I suy. Peterson, just, buy a goose on your
way back, nnd loao It hero with me, for we
must havo ono to glyo to this gentleman In
place of tho ono which your family is now ae- -

ourinir '
Whon the onmralsslonalro had gone Ilolmos

took up tho stone and held Itugainst the light
" It's n bonny thing." said ho. ".lust soo how
It glints ami sparkles. Of coursolt Is a nucleus
and foeiiH of crime. Kvery good stone Is. Thoy
arothedevll'spot bolts. Intho larger ami older
jewels every facst may stand fora blooUyileod.
This stono Is not yet twouty years old. It was
found In tho banks of tlio Amqy ItUer In
Northern China, and Is remarkable In hawnir

chrirnotBrifttla of tho carbuncle, savethat It Is bluo In sltadc. Instead of ruby red. Injplto of its youth It has already n slnlstsrhls.tpry. Thoro hnvo boen two murders, a vltrol-throwin- g,

a suleldo. nnd several robberlosbrought about tor tho sake ot this foriy-gral- n

wolght of cryfltalllzod charcoal. Who wouldthin k that so pretty a toy would bq a purveyor
to tho gallows and tho prison? I'lllock It up
In my strong box now. nnd drop a Una to thoCountess to say that wo have It""Do you think that this man Hornor la Inno-
cent?" I cannot toll."

Woll. then, do you Imagine that this othor
?n..'.",yir,r 1,akur "id anything to do with thomatter?"

"It Is, I think. much moro llkoly that Hr-nt-r

Jnkor Is an absolutely Innocont man, who hadno Idea that tho h rd which, ho was carrying
was of coDsidornbly moro valuo thun If It woro
mudo of solhrgotd. .That, howovor. I shall

slmplo test It wo have ananswor to our udvortls pmont"
"NothFn U"an d not"lnKvunl11 tlien J"
"In that caso I shall contlnuo my profes-Blon- nl

round, but I shall oonio back In the
ojenlng nttho hour you luno mentioned, for Ishould llkp to soo tho solution of so tangled abusiness."" ory glad to boo you. I dlna nt 7. Thero Is
nwoodcook, I bolIoo. By tho yay. In Mow ofrecent occurrences, perhaps. I ought to askMrs. Hudson to oxamlno Its crop."

I had been delayed at n caso. und It was a ti-
tle after half pasti) when I found myself In
Maker street onco more. Ar I approached thohouse I snw n tall man In a Hootch bonnot with
n coat which wns buttonod up to his chin,
wn ting ouuido In tho semicircle of light
which was thrown from tho fanlight Justnsi enmo up the iloor was opened, andwoweroshown up togotlior to Holmes's room.

Mr. Henry Hnknr.l believe." said he. rls-'"- ,':

from his at m chair nnd greeting Ids visitor
with the easy air ot geniality which ho couldso leadlly assume. "Pray tako this chair by
tlio lire, Mr. linker. It Is a cold night nnd I
observe that jour circulation Is moro adapted
for summer than for winter. Hal Watson, jou
hajo iust uoine nt tho i Ight tlmo. Is that your
hat. Mr. Baker? '

' ios. sir. flint Ip undoubtedly my hnt"llownHiilurgu mnn, with rounded shoulders,
umifsljo head, and u broad, Intelligent face,sloping down to n, pointed beard of gri7?lcd
brown. A touch ot red In noso and cheeks,
with a slight tremor of his extended hand,
recalled Holmes's surmlso ns to his habits.
His rusty bluek-froc- k coat wan buttoned rightiiplurront with tho collnrturnud up. nnd his
lank w lists protruded from Ills sleeves with-
out n sign of cuff or shirt. Ho Bpokn In a slow
staccato fashion, choosing his words withcare, mid g.io tho Impression generally of n
man of learning nnd letteis, who had had 111

UHiigeat tho hands otfottunc. "Wo hotheso tilings for norno dnjs," said
Holmes, "because wo expected to fee nn

from jmu giving yournddress. I
am at a loss to know now why ou did not
advertise."
. iu,!y',"or Bavo ft rather shnmo-facc- d Inugh.

Hhllllngs hiuo not beon so plentiful with mo
as thoy once were." ho remarkid. "Iliad no
doubt that the gang of routdis who assaulted
in had curlodolT both my hat nnd the bttd.
1 did not care to spend moro money in u hopo-les- s

nttempt nt rocojorlng thorn."
Very naturally. By the way, about tho bird;

wo wero comiiellod to ent it."
l'oeatltl" our jisitor half roso from his

chair In his otcltement
"Yes, it would hno boenof no uso to nnvono

had wenotdonobu. Hut I presume that this
other gooso upou tho sideboard, which lsabout
tho B.imo weight and perfectly frosh. will
answer jour purposo equally well."

",Oh, certainly, cortalnlj." nnBwerod Mr.
Baker, with n sigh of relief.

"Of course, we still hao tho foathors, legs,
crop, and soon of jour own bird, self jou
wish "

The man burst Into a hearty laugh. "Thoy
might houseful to mons relics of my adwm-turo- .'

said he. "but beyond that I enn hardly
boo what uso thn dejecta moinbraof my Into
nequnlntnnco aro going to bo to mo. No. sir. I
think that, with jour permission,! will conllne
my attention! to the excellent bird which I
pereelwi upon the sideboard."

bherlock Holmes glancod hhnrply across at
mo with n slight shrug of his shoulders." Horo Is your hat. thun. and thero your
blid."saldhe. "By tho wuj would It boroyou to tell mo whoro you got tho other ono
Iromr I nm somewh.it of u fowl fancier and Ihao seldom seen a b tter grown goose."

" Celtalnlj. air." Bald Baker, who had risen
and tucked his newly gained property under
his arm. " Them aro a few of us who fre-
quent the Alpha Inn. near tho Musoum Wo
aro to bo found in tho Musoum Itsolf during
the day. you understand. This jear ourgood host, W Indlgntu bv nnmo, instituted agooso club, bj whUh. on consideration of som
few police every week, we wero each to locoho
n bird at ChiistruiiB. My puneo wero duly paid,
nnd tlie rest is familiar to you. I urn much In-d-

ted to you, sir, for n Scotch bonnet Is tlttud
neither to my years nor my gruvltj-.- " With a
comical pomposity of manner he nut on his
batteiod hatund. bowing Bolumuly toboth of
us. siroduoff upon his way.

"bo much for Mr. Henry Bnker." said
Holmes, when ho had closed the door behind
him. " It is quite certain that ho knows noth-
ing whatever about tho matter. Are jou linn-B- t

j, Watson t"" Not particularly."
"Then I suggest thnt wo turn our dinner

into a supper, and follow up this clue while it
is still hot."

"By nllmenns."
It was u bitter night, so wo drew on our

ulsters and wrapped uiaats aboutour throats.
Outside, the stars wero shining coldly In u
cloudless sky, and the breath of the passers by
blow out into smoke Ilko so miuiy pistol shots.
Our footfalls rang out crisply and loudly as wo
swung through tho Doctor's quarter, Wimpolo
street Hurley streot and so through Wlgmoro
Btiett, Into Oxford street In a quarter o an
hour we wero in Hloomshury at tho Alpha Inn,
which In u small public housoat thorornor of
one of tho streets which runs down Into Hoi-bor-

Holmes pushed open tho door of tho
bar. and ordered two glasses of beerfirlvato ruddj -- faced, whito-aprnno- d landlord.

"Your beer should bo excellent If it la as
good us your goese," snld he.

"My geesol Tho man soemod surprised.
" Yos. I was speuklng only half an hour ago

to Mr. Henry Baker, who wus a mombor of
OooseClub."

"Ah, yes. I see. But you see. sir. thorn's not
our geese.

"Indeed. Who's then?"
"Well. I got the two dozen from a salesman

In Covont Garden."" Indeed. I know some ot thorn. Whtoh
was it r"

"Breckinridge is his name."
"Ah. 1 don't know him. Well here's your

frood health, landlord, uud prosperity to your
(load night."

"Now for Mr. Breckinridge." ho continued,
buttoning up his coat us wo camo out into tho
frosty air." Ilemember. Watson, that though wo havo
bo homely a thing us a gooso nt one end of
this chain, wo ha oat the other a man who
will cortalnlj get seven years penal suijltudo
unless wo can establish his luuocuneo. It Is
possible thnt our Inquiry may but confirm IiIh
guilt, but in any caso wo have a line of investi-
gation which has been missed by tho pollco.
which u singular chunco has placed In our
hunds. Let us follow It out to tho bitter end.
Puces to tho south, then, nnd qulnk march I"

Wo passed across Holboin down Kndell
street, and so through a rig-ra- g or slums to
Covont Ourdon Market One of tho lurgost
stalls boiotho name of Breckinridge upon It,
und thoproprletor, a horaj'-lookln- g man with
n sharp fucu and trim sldo whlnkurs, was help-
ing n boy to put up the shutters.

"Good ojoulug. Its u cold night" said
Holmes..

The salesman nodded, and shot a question-
ing glance nt my companion.

"rJohl out of geeso, I soo, continued Holmes,
pointing at tho burn slabs of marblo.

"Lot you have fMH) morning."
"That's no good."
"Well, thero aro somo on tho stall with tho

gas flare."
"Ah, but I was to you."
"Who by"
"Tho landlord of tho Alpha.
"Oh. yos. I sunt him a couple pt dozen."
"Fino birds they were. too. Now whore did

you got thorn from?"
To my surprise, tho question provoked a

burst of anger from tho salesman.
"Now, then, mister," ald ho, with his head

pockodand his arms akimbo, what aro you
driving ut Let's have It straight, now,"

" It Is straight onough. i should like to
know who sold you tho gooso which you sup-
plied to iho Alpha?"

"Well then. 1 shan't toll you. fionowl"
"Oh, it is a matter of no Importance, but I

don't know why you should bo so warm over
such a trllto"

"Warm I You'd bo as warm, mnybo. If you
wero ns postorod as I am. When I pay good
money for a good article there should bo an
end of tho business; but .It's whom are tho
geeso. nnd who did you soil tho gooso to, and
what will jou take for tho geeso. Ono would
think thuv were the only geese In the world to
In ar the fuss that Is mudo over them."

"Well, Ihatu no connection with nny othor
who havo beon making Inqulrlos," said

folmos. carelessly. " If you won't toll us. tho
but Is off, that is all: but I'm ulwuys ready to
back my opinion on fowls, and 1 have a fiver
on It that tho bird I ate Is country brod."

"Woll. then you'volost your fiver, for It's
town bred." snapped thn salesman.

" It's nothing of tho kind."
"I say It Is '
"Idon'tbellovolt"
"D' you think you know more about fowls

thnnl. who hajo handled them ovor since I
was a nipper I tell you all thoso birds that
went to tho Alpha wero town bred."

" You'll never persuade me to that"" Will you hot t hen r"
"It's merely taking your money, for I know

that I am right ButPjl havo a sovereign on
it iust to teaoh you not to be obstinate."

Thosalosman chuoklod grimly, "Bring mo
tho books. Bill." said he. Tho small boy
brought round a small, thin volume, and a
great groasy-baeko- d one, lusing thorn out to-

gether beneath tho hanging lamp. Now,
then. Mr. Coek-uuro- said tlio sulosman. "I
thought that I was out of geeho. but before I
finish you'll find that thero IssUiloneleltiri
my shop. You see this littlo book V

"Well?'' That's tho list of tho folk from whom I buy.

S'you son? Well, than, hero on this page. aro
the oountry folk, and the numbers after their
names aro where their accounts are In the big
lodgor, Now, then, you o this other pago In
red Ink ? Well, that Is a list nt my town sup-
pliers. Now ,100k at that third name. Justroad
t'9Hfrt(?rokshott. 117 Brixton road. 240."

rend Holmos.
"(Juitosa Now turn that up In thn lodgor."
Ilolmos turned to.tho pago Indicated. "Here

you aro: Mrs. Oakshott, 117 Brixton road, egg
and poultry supplier."

" Now. thon. wnat's the last entry?
"Deo. 22. Twonty-fou- r goose. at 7 and fV'
"Quito so. .There ynu are. And underneath?'1
"Hold to Mrs. Wiiullguto ot tho Alpha at

twoho shillings."
' what havo you got to nny now? "

Bherlock Holmos looked deeply chagrined.
Ho dinw a sovorolgnfrom his poekot nnd
throw It down upon tho slab, turning away
with the air of n man whose disgust is toodoep
for wonK A few off hu Btoppcd under a
lamp poBt, and laughed In tho heal ty nolsoless
fashion which wus peculiar to him." When you see n mini with whiskers ot that
cut. and tho 'pink 'nn' protruding out of bin
pockot jou can nlwnys draw him by a bet."
said he. "I dare say that If I had put a hun-
dred pounds down In front ot hi in thnt man
would not have glvon mo such complete Infor-
mation ns wan drawn from htm bv tho Idea
that ho wandoing moon n wager. Woll. Wat-
son, wo nro. I fancy, nenrlng tho end of our

nest, nnd tho only point which remains to bo3 etcrmlnod In whether we should goon to this
Mrs. Oakshott or whether wo should
reserve It forto-morro- It Is clonr from wlmt
that surly follow snld that thero nro others be-
sides ourselves who aro anxious about tho
matter, nnd I should "

Ills remarks wero suddenly out short by n
loud hubbub which broke out from tho stall
which wo had lust left,. Turning round, wo
saw a littlo d fellow Btundlng In tho
centre of the circle of yellow light which was
thrown by tho swinging lamp, while Breckin-
ridge, tho salesman, framed fn tho door of his
stall, was shaking his lists Uoroolyut tho cring-
ing llguro.

" I've had enough of you and jourgeoRO."
ho shnutod. " I wish you wero nil nt the devil
together. If j'ou come pestering mu nny moro
with joursllly talk I'll set tho dog nt jou.
You bring Mrs. Oakshott horo nnd I'll answer
her: hut what hnvo j nil to do with It I"

"No. but ono of thorn was mine nil tho
Bnrnr." w hluod tho little man.

" Well. thon. ask Mrs. Oakshott for It"" Hht told mo to ask you "
" Well, enn ask thn King of 1'ronsla for

nil I earn. I've had enough of II, Oct out of
this!" lfo rushed llercelv forward, unit tlio
ii.qulrer llittcd away Into the darkness.

"Uo. this may save us a visit to llrixlnn
Boatl." whispered Holmes. "Come with mo
and wn will see what ls to bo mudo ot this
fellow."

Striding through the scattered knots nt peo-
ple who Inungid round tho timing stalls, my
companion speedily overtook tho little mnn
und toueliod him upon tho shoulder. Ho
Rlirang round, and I could seo In the gaslight
that every vestigo of color had been driven
from his face." Whonreyou. then?"

W hat do jou want i" ho asked In n quaver-
ing milliner." Vnu'll excuse me." snld Holmes, blandly,' but 1 could not help oveihenring tlio ques-
tions which jou put to the salesman just now.
I think that I should boot assistance to on."

"You: whouro you How could jou know
anything of tho matter?"

"My nnmo Is Sherlock Holmes. It is mv
business to know what other people don't
know."" But jou can know nothing of this."

"Kxcuseme. I know evorjthlng of It You
nro endoavoilng to truce somo geeso which
were sold bj Mth. Oakshott of Brixton road to
n silesman numnd Brt.cklnrldgo, by him In
turn to Mr. W Indicate of the Alphu, and by
him to his club, ot which Mr. Henry Baker is
n member."

"Oh. sir. nro tho vory mnn whom I
have longed to meet." cried tho littlo fellow,
with outstretched hands and qulveilng lin-
gers. I can hardly explain to jou how inter-
ested I am in this matter."

Sherlock Holme hailed a four-wheel-

which wiib passing.
"In that caso vie had bettor discuss It In ucosey room rather than in this wind-swe-

market piuce." said he. "but pr.iy tell me be
foio wogo lurthor who It Is that 1 huvo the
pleasure of nsslstlng."

Tho man hesitated for an instant.
"Mj nnmo is John Itobertson." ho answered,

with u sidelong glance.
"No. no. tho rial name," snld Holmes, sweet-

ly. " It is alvvnj s uw kvvurd doing business w ith
un nllus."

A flush sprang to tho whlto cheeks of thnstranger. 'Well, then." said he,-"- :eal
nnme Is Jumes Ryder."

"Precisely so: bond nsltnnt nt tho Hotel
Cosmopolitnn. Pray step Into the enh, and I
shall bo nblo to toll jou over) thing jou would
wish to know."

Tho little man stood glnncmgfrom ono to the
other of us with
ojes.as one who Is not nur whether ho is on
the Verge ot windfall oi of a catastrophe.
Then ho stepped Into the eih. and In half un
hour wo were hick In thesltting room nt linker
stieet. Nothing had bleu said during our
drive. Imt the high, thin breathing of our ntwcompanion and the clnspings nnd unclasplngs
of his hands spoke ot the nervous tension
within him.

"Hero wo nro!" Bnld Holmos, cheerily; and
we tiled Into tho ro'im.

"'iho lire looks very seasonable in this
weather, lou look cold, Mr. ityder: pruy t.iko
tho I askct chair. I will put on my sllppots be-
fore wosettle thlsllttle mutter Now. then I wo
want to know w hut became of thosu goose."

"les, hlr."
"Or. lather, I fancy of tint goose. It was

one bird. I Imagine. In which jou wero Intei-esto- d
white, with u black burucross tho tall."

Byder quivered with emotion. "Oh. sir," ho
cried, "can jou tell mo whero it went to;' Camo hcio."

"Hoioi"" Vi s. and a most remaikablo bird It proved,
I don't wonder thnt jou should take an Inter-e- t

In It. It laid an egg after It was dead, tho
bonniest brightest, littlo bluo egg that ever
was seen I I hnvo It hero In Miy museum."

Our v Isitor stuggored to his foot, and clutched
the mantelpiece with his right hand.

Holmes unlocked his strong box, nnd heldup the, bluo carbuncle which shonu out like a
star with ucold. brilliant many-pointe- d radi-
ance Ityder stood glaring with a drawn face,
uncertain whether to claim or to disown it" Tliu game Is up. ilydor." snld Holmes,
qulutly. Hold up. man, or jou'll bo Into tho
lire, (live him un iirm buck into his ehalr.
Watson. Holms not got Hood enough to go
In for felon with Impunity. Give him a dash
of brandy. t5o! Now ho looks a little moro
human. What n shrimp It Is to be sure!"

Fora moment ho had staggered nnd neirly
fallen, but the brandy brought u tingoot color
Into his checks, und ho sut ('taring withfrightened ovesathls accuser.

I huvo ulmoxt ever) link in ray hnnds, nnd
nil the proofs which I could possiblj need, so
there N littlo which you can tell me. Mill that
littlo mav ns well be clouted up to make tlio
case complete. You havo hoard. Bjder.ot this
blue stono of tho Countess Morcar's ?''" It wnsCuthcrlno Cusaek who told mo of
it said ho in u crackling voice.

"I boo. hor ladyship's waiting mnld. Well
the temptation of sudden wealth so easily ac-
quired was too much for on. as it has beon
for bettor men beforo you. but you wero not,
very scrupulous In tho means you used. It
sooms to me, Ityder, that thero Is tho making
of a vory villain in you, lou knew that this
man Hornor. thn plumbor. hnd been ooncernod
Insomosucli mnttoi before, und that suspicion
would rust tho more readily upon him. What
did j'ou do, then You made Bome small job
in my lady's room you nnd jour confederate.
Cusnck, und you managed thnt ho should bo
the man sent for. Then, when ho had left, you
rilled the jewol case, raised tho alarm, nnd hnd
this unfortunuto mnn urrested. lou then "

Ityder throw himself down suddenly on the
rug ami clutched nt my companion s kneos.
"hor Cod's sake hnvo moreyl" ho shrieked
"Think of my father) Of my mother! It would
break their heartf. I nuvor went wrong beforo i

I novor will again. 1 swear It. I'll sw ear It on
a Bible. Oh, don't bring It Into court I For
Christ's sakodon'tl"

"Oot back Into your chnlr." said Ilolmos,
sternly. "It la vory well to cringe and crawl
now, nut you thought littlo enough of this
poor Horner In tho dock for a crlmo ot which
ho know nothing."

"I wlil fly, Mr. Holmes. I will lcavo tho
country, sir. Then tho charge against him
Will break down."

"Hum, wo will talk about thct And now lot
us hnvo utruo account ot tho next act How
came the stono Into tho gooso, and how enmo
tho gooso into tho open market Toll us the
truth, for there lies your only hopo ot snfoty."

Ityder passod his tonguo ovor his parched
llns. I will tell you It just as it happened,
sir." said ho. "Whon Hornor had boon
arrested It seemed to mo that It would bo best
for mo to get nway with the stono ut once, for
I did not know ut whut moment tho pollco
might nut take It Into their heads to search mo
nnd my loom. Thoro was no plnconbout tho
hotel w hero it would be safe. 1 v out out, ne If
on some commission, and I, mudo for my sis
tur's house. Mio bad marrlod a man uumod
Oakshott and liv od in Brixton road, where sho
futtenod fowls for tho market All the way
there, ovory man I mot seemed to mo to bo a
policeman, or a detective, and for all thnt it
was a cold night the sweat wus pouring down
my face before 1 enmo to tho Brixton road. My
sister asked mo what wus tho matter, and why
I was so pale, but I told hor that I had boon
upset by the jewel robbery at the hotol. Thon
1 went Into the bnck yard and smoked a pipe,
and wondered what It would bo best to do.

"I had a friend ouuo called Maudsloy who
Went to tho bad, und has juat beon serving his
tlmo In Pontonvllle. Ono day he had met me.

fell into talk about tho way of thieves and
!,nd thoy could get rid ot what they stole. I

that ho would be true to me, tor, I knew
one or two things about him, so I made up my
mind to go right on to Ellburn. where he lived,
and tako him Into my confidence. Ho would
show me how to turn tho stone into money.
But how to get to him In safety, I thought of
the agonies I had gono through In coming
from (he hotel. I might nt any moment be
seized and searched, and thero would bo the
stono in my waistcoat pocket .1. was leaning
against the, wall at the time and looking at thegeese which were waddling about my feet tfiisuddenly an Idea came Into toy head yrbici

showed me how I could boat tho beat detective
that ever lived' Mr sister had told me some weeks before
that I might havo tho pick ot nor gooso tor n
Christmas presonr. and I knew that sho was
always as good ns her word. I would tako my
goose now, nnd In It I would carry my stono to
Kllburn. Thoro vvns a littlo shod In the yard,
andbphlnd this I drovo ono of the birds, a
linn big one, white, with a barred tall. I caught
It. and prying Its bill open, I thrust the stono
down Its throat as far ns myflngnrconld rouch,
Tho creature gave a gulp, nnd I folt thn stone

along Its gullet and dowr-4t- n Us crop,fnsotho creature flapped and struggled, nnd
out came my sister to know w hnt was tho mat-to- r.

Ah I turned to speak to her. tho hruto
hroko loose, nnd fluttered off among the others,' Whnlevor woro you doing with that bird,
Jem f snjssho.

," ' Well.' said I, ' you said that you would
glvo mo onn for Christmas, and I was fooling
which wns tho fattest'

"Oh," says sho, 'wo hnvo set yours aside
foryoti. Join's bird, we call It It's tho big
white ono nv or onder. Thoro's twenty-si- x of
thoiu. wlilah mikca one for you und ono for
usanil two dozen for tho market''Thank you. Maggie.' says I. 'but If It Is
all tho same to you I would rather havo thnt
one that I vyns handling iUBt now.'

iho othor Is u good three pound hoavicr,'
nays she. 'und wo fattened It expressly foryou.'

'"Nov or mind. I'll hnvo tho other, and I'll
tukflitnow.'suldl.

.h'H.t. '!8,y,u like.' Bays sho, a littlo
liulTod. I Which Is it you want then t'

l.lm.t,wl1!-.- ! ono I'1 " burred tall right In
tho middle of tho flock.',', very well, kill It and tnko It with ynu.'

Voll, 1 did vv Imt she said. Mr. Holmes, and
curried tho bird all tho way to Kllburu. I toldtny pul what 1 hud done, for ho wus a man thatt was ousy to tell ,u thing like that to. ilolaughed until ho choked upon It. and we got a
knire and oponod the goose. My heart turnedto wntor; thoro was noslgn of tho stone, und Iknew thnt somo terrible mistake hnd occurred.
1 loft the bird, rushod back to my sister's, nndhurried into tlio, buck yard. There was not a
bird to ho seen thoro,

" i )) lu,ri. "J"!? vy ,11"1 5r c'o ' - erlod.
.Hono to the dealer's. Jem.'

".Which do'ilnr'sf
., .Breckinridge of Covont Garden.'

lint was there another with u baited tall,'
I nsked, tho sumo ns the one I chose S'

Yes, Jom. thorn were two barred tailedonp. and I could never tell thum upart'
Well. then, of course I saw It all, nnd I off

fin hard as mj feet would carry mo to this manBreckinridge, but hi) had sold tho lot nt onco,
nnd not ono word would hutell niu us to vv herothey had gone, lnu homl him jourselves

Well, ho bus always answered mo
liko that. .My sister thinks that lam going
mud: soinetlires I think thnt I nm mvself.
And novy-a- nd now 1 llnd mjseltii brandedthief without ever having touched the wealth
for which 1 sold my diameter, (lod help moltlod help !ii"I" Ho burst Into eonvulsivo sob-
bing, with his face buried In his hands. Thoro
VMisulong slleneo. hrokou only b) his heavy
breathing irid by tho measured tapping ot
Hhoi lock Holmes's linger tips upon tint edge
of the table. 1 hen my friend rosu and throwopen the door.

"Oot out!" said he.
'Whut, Blr Oh, henvnn bless jou!"

No moro words. Ootoutl"
And no more words wero needed Thoro wns

a i ush, n clatter upon tho stairs, tho bang of adoor, and tho crisp rattle of runulug footfalls
from the street.

"After ul I. Watson." said Holmes, roichlngup his hand for his clay pipe. " 1 am not
lij tlio police to supply their deficien-

cies lr Horner were In dinger It would ho
unothertlilng, but this fellow will not appear
against him, and the case must collapse. I
supposethut I urn compounding!! felony, hut It
is iust possible that I am sav lug u soul. This
fellow will not go wrong again. Ho Is too tor-rlb- lj

frightened, bonding Mm to jail now will
nmkohlina jallhltd for life, llesldos, It Is tho
season of forgiveness, ('banco bus put in ourway a most whimsical nnd singular problem,
und its solution Is Its own inward. If jou will
have tlio goodnesH to touch tho bell, wo Will
begin another Investigation. In which nlso u
bird will bo the chief feutuip.'"

tin: tzti: ami Tin: visuor.
A sjlalMi.rl Prol.ito Wlio Would Not Obey

(he Ortlera orlliH Uu.i-(- .

Linked to tho recent trial of tho Archbishop
of Al. whoso name, with ull duo respect for
the good nnd t Ious prolate, Is a staggerer for
plain people on this sldo of tho ocean. Isun In-

teresting bit of history which Is travelling
rupidlyitnd extensively in French typo. Mgr.
(ioutho-Sotihir- d Is now no longor tho ecclesi-
astical hero of tho hour. Tho llusslan Bishop
Amhrolso ot l'ensn has taken his pluco. al-

though hn nourished seventy j oars ngo.
Bishop Ambiniho was n'l extraordinary man,

renowned for tho flmnohs of his character,
the iloprh of his erudition, und tho narrowness
of his views. The son of a simple deacon, ho
owed his elevation to his oratorical talent, his
historical woikn, and especially his ascetic vir-
tues. He livid In his eplsoopil palaco with tho
nustero luhtts that hud endeared him to the
people. Hodressod liko a slmplo peasant, lived
In u cell In his palace, nnd Ills principal diet
consisted of cubbago and radishes. In fact ho
fared like thu poorest moujik; but for ull that
ho had the strength of a giant His salary ot
ROOD or lO.UOd roubles ho distributed among
tho poor, giving right and left and novor re-

fusing chat ity to tho hosts of boggars that
always swarmed around him.

In Ib'Jl. Alexander I. announcod thnt ho In-

tended to visit Pcns.i; but if hoknowthore-cejitlo- n

thnt was In store for him ho would
hnvo triod somo other town. Tho Governor
sent tho Chief ot Police to tho Bishop to re-

quest him to clean his palaco beforo tho ar-
rival of tho Oar.

" All right." tho Bishop Bald. " I can get tho
mud In front ot tho placo cleared away, but
where can I hide your head and the Governor's
nead r It would be useless to bury them In
tho ground: tho odor ot ysur actions would
still permeate tlio whole place."

Of cuurse. tho two officials woro furious, but
thero was no help for them; Ambrolso was
too powerful. Whon the Czar arrivod the Go-
vernor iravo orders to tho Archbishop to come
with ull his clergy nnd receive tho
tho front entrance to tho cathedral; but that
wasiust what he would not do. He massed
his clergy with all their banners ut a side door
on tho southern side. To the remonstrunces
of rho Governor ho replied: " I nm tho Aroli-blsho-

nnd 1 ulono glvo orders hero." Tho
.civil authorities were grouped at tlio front en-
trance. TlioCrur. naturally enough, wont to
thn place whoro tho banners wore. Thero wero
somo rather steep steps in front of tlio side
dor. nnd tho Czar complained thnt his legs
were weak, and that be would prefer to entor
the church through Homo other door.

"Nonsense!" tho Bishop exclaimed. "Tho
weaknesH of jour legs doesn't prevent jou
from dancing. Comol

Seizing him by tho arm tho powerful Bishop
yanked his Majesty up tho iileps. At the
threshold tlio ( ar lent down to kiss tho
Imago that the priest presented to him- - tint to
tlioutteriistonlHhmeutof the crow dtliollNliop.
still holding him by the nrm, forced him to
bow down almost to the ground. Iho CJirthought thnt was enough, so he ngnlu at-
tempted to kiss thn Image. "No! three tlmesl"
said tho Bishop. Tho I zur had to ohej.and
bowtwlcu more beforo lio wus permitted to
kiss tho holy image. '

Thut. however, was only the beginning of
his troubles. Alter having heard the lie lb uiu
In tho cathodial. thu Cznr retired to tho apart-
ments tint had boen caicfully prup ired for
him ty tho Governor, and was about toenioy
hls first nup when all tho bells of tho churches
burst out with a terrlflo clangor, The Arch-
bishop, accompanied by hU ohapter und nn
Immense crowd, ull chanting loud enough to
tnko tho roof off. presented himself beforo tho
Governor's residence, und announced his In-

tention to purify tho rooms occupied by tho
Czar, by sprinkling them with holy water.
Alexander I. sent IiIh adjutant to tho terilblo
prelate to lull him that his Majesty was fa-
tigued and wiib unable to receive him.

"You are tho adjutant of the tar of this
earth," tho Bishop said, "but lam the adju-
tant of the Czar of heaven."

Tho young man refused to admit lilm, and
thu mighty IlUhopgrabbPd him by the collar,
tossed lilm back thirty feot In tho rear, und
walked majestically into thu Czar's room.

"I will havo you urrested," thu Governor
shouted, lnu furious rage.

"Thero Is not power enough In tho wholo
world." tho Bishop luspgudod, "to arrest the
cross of God."

Alexander hnd to submit His rooms wero
thoroughly sprinkled, after which huwaseom-pello- d

to listen to an Interminable sermon on
the uvlls ot svlf-lov- u and tho passion for lux-
ury. On leuving thu hmporor tho Archbishop
procooded onco more to tho cathedral for the
evening office. At 10 o'clock tho bells rang
out a second tlmo. Then the Czar sent word to
tho Archbishop to Atop tho ringing of tho bolls
for tho third time, which was tho old Itusalnn
custom: but Ambrolso would not) leld nn inch.
Ho wns the adjutant of tho Czar ot heaven, aud
he would tako no orders from a lesser poten-
tate. Ho an hour later tlio bells begun a dread-
ful racket for tho third time,

Tho noxt morning his Majesty had to revinw
his trooriB. and, us. ho wished to hoar mass
first, ho despatched his Adjutant to the Bishop
with an order to celebrate mass at (J o'olook
andmnko tho services as brief as possible.

"Tell tho Czar." Amhrolse said to theAdju
tant.."that service will bo at 7 o'clock, as
ubuuI. and that it will be neither longer nor
shorter Mian usual, but strictly according to
the laws of the Church-- 'Ho kopt his word. ThoOrar and his troops
had to wait Of oourso his Majesty had hisreyenge, Ambrolso was dismissed from Ids
offloe and ret redto a monastery : but that didpot tronble Wm. for he had lived, while Arch,
bishop like the poorest monk In, all BusiU.

a cnxtitBB irsDDtna,
A. Prolonged Ceremony In Orl'nti.1 High Lire

as Qbarvr4 by an Amerl--

Pknano, litst Indlos, Nov. 15. As a rulo
weddings aro hardly worth, attending, al-

though they appear to bo very much appreci-
ated by some persons. Thny offer attractions
very littlo bolter thnn a funeral, nnd nro too
stiff und formnl for mo. but I attended ono
yesterday that wns really ntiovolty. My pro-
fessional duties during u thrco months'

In this beautiful littlo Island In thn
Htrnlts of Malacca havo brought mo In contact
with several veiy wealthy nnd aristocratic
Chluoso families. Including Iho fnmlly hf his
IllghnoHsPrlnco Kliaw Win Kong, the llnjnh
of lienming. I. r n prince of one of tho
provinces In the kingdom of Slum His dnugh-to- r

was tho hrldo of thu occasion, I.Ike nil
moguls ol the Ijtst, ho believes in poltgntny.
and keeps n Chlnesn wife nnd family horo
nnd u BlnmoRO wlto ami family In his
own dominions, lfo vibrates betwoeii tho
two places as Decision Booms to require
I havo nlso, In a professional way, bocotnn
voryfrlondlj with a very nlco family who had
been Invited, nnd through them nn Invita-
tion wns extended to me. 1 wns voiv glad to
avnll myself ot so rate a privilege, nnd of
coursouocompnnlcd thotn. Wo could witness
only a small pnrt of Iho wedding ceremonies,
hecauso marriages In thn Fust require exlon-slv- o

preparations and festivities,
Tho festivities extend over a poiiodof sev-

eral days, and are conducted on a scale of
grent mngnllleotice, Tho rich freqiiciitl) spend
fortunes In promoting thorn. nnd oven thu poor
spend ten times more than they can nlToul. It
Isun occnslon for which nn Oriental opens his
purso strings and becomes perfectly

No matter how hard carnod
bin money may bo.orhowniui'h privation ninj
have been roqulrcd in ordvrtu puvo It, ho tuts It
go In a reckless nnd extravagant manner: not,
perhaps, becnuso ho really Is Indifferent to ex-

pense, but simply ln obedlenco to tho Iron
rule of custom, ho reconciles himself to wlmt
nppenrH to ho tho inovltnblo It vory often
costs a mnn with a fnmlly of daughters half
his wealth in providing for marriages. In In-dl-

among the Hindoos, duughtois nro mnr-- i
led In oarly childhood, but tho Chinese ns n

rule do not practise curly mirrlagos. A girl,
however, after sho Is l'J or HI years of ago is
conllnod to the house mid not allowed to hco a
man on anv account until hor marriage. Hho
si ends all hei t Iraq and onorgy preparing for
that ovoiit. Her handiwork consists princi-
pal of very elaborate bead work for tho dec-
oration ot tlio bridal chamber and slippers for
her luturo lord and mnstor. Tho beidwork
represents jonrs of patient Industry. It Is
mado of tine bends, which aro placed together
In very artistic designs, und Is vory pretty, but
It is too good to uso.

T he Celestials havo tho profound Idoa that a
woman should not be educated, and therefore,
as u rule, she Is cntlioly illiterate. Thoy sur-
mlso that in case she should bo able to writo
sho might communicate with tho joung men,
might oven bocomo a purty to a romantic
olopemunt. Courtship is entirely unknown to
tho Orientals. All marrlngos nro arranged In
a matter-of-fa- Way by tho old folks. If tho
parents ot tho would-b- e bride aro rich, thoy
make overtures to tho parents ot a suitable
young man by umplojlng somo outside
party to act as a or a
orofcsslon.il match maker to curry to
him a gold hairpin out ot their dnughtoi's
chtgnoii. If tho scheme meets with favoinblo
consideration It Is retained und a plain gold
ring is sent In return. If. however, tho par-
ents of tho joung man represent more wealth,
tho overtures go from thum to tho parents of
tho girl. After the preliminaries havo boon
completed, the gets the names of
tho respective (unties, the dates of birth, Ac,
nnd rejiairs to the temple to consult tho ora-
cle. If a general exumin itlon of family horo-
scopes and nstionomical signs und wonders
seems to glvo favorable indications, the day
aud hour and various details of tho wedding
nro determined. After thn betrothal the
gloom sends a present to tho bride, which con-fis- ts

of jewelrj, oi mono), or some urtlclo of
dress. Hthcihiido bo poor, tho groom sup-pil-

tho furniture for tho bridal chamber.
The parents of the bride, howevor. generally
furnish for her two rooms, uud glvo her u dow-
ry of money und jew elry.

Ten to twenty iiiijh previous to thn wedding
tho Invitations nre Issued to nil relativosaud
friends, being delivered personal!) by somo
momberof tho family. Ihe gilt hieroglyphics
nro printed on red Paper about four by nlno
inches In size. Lucii Invltutlon Is accom-
panied by u pieco of hotel nut. Three days
previous to tho wedding great foisting Is

In the houses of thn bride and tho
groom. At tlio eve of tho weddlng.nbout mid-
night, when slleneo reigns supreme, tho brldo
comes forth dressed in white. While seated In
u ricoslevo in thucontro of thn llooi she goes
through a ceremony, uccoinpinled by doleful
striinsof music, in which sho worships herparents and bids them good-b- Afterward
her head is putt I)' shaved, hor teeth uro
tiled down even, her hulr is stillenndnnd ad-
justed In fantastic shape, her face Is powdered
uud enamelled, and her lips nro palnteii rod.
before It is proper for hor to re-
ceive her intended huslnnd. On the day of
tho wedding tho groom sends to tho brldo fes-
tal offerings, from w hlch sho selects what sho
wants nnd rotuins tho rost, with presents of
slippers, beadwork, embroidery, jewelry. Ao
A fow hours afloi ward the groom sallies forth
to moot tho brldo for tho first tlmo. That part
of tho ceremony Is tlio most Interesting and
important nnd wo woro permitted to see it.

Whon tho procession wns passing with tho
offerings initio morning I hnpponed to be out,
and I hnd a good v lew ot It '1 he venerable old

with his hoar) beard, which is a
verj cxtruordln.irj uppendnge to n Chinaman

who must bo u grandfather In order to bo al-
lowed to bupport one was reillning comfort-
ably in an easy canlago surrounded by nu-
merous ri'tainers In fanciful costumes,
bearing aloft a red canopy, lnrgo pa-ti-

lanternn on notes. btinnors. nnd
various devices, and a full baud of mu-
sicians performing on unique instruments
They were iiccornpanlod by a largo ciowdof
coolies can ying on then heads und shoulders
presents and food on huge rid tiajs Ono
large hanglnj: tray contained a dressed pig.
another u dreseed go.it, another a display of
wines nnd liquors, another a lino lot of largo
freeli fish, another half n hundred pairs of
beadwork silt purs. Others contained dressed
poultry, fruits, confectionery, nnd other viands.

Wourrlved ut the bride's residence, which
Is a very larco und lunutlfiil mnuslon Initial
samely furnished, about nn hour and n half
beforo tho groom ,ime. Wo were receivedvery polltelj. nnd ten wus brought immedi-
ately mid plueed bi foro us. Wo wero luvltiil
ulso to pnituku of the vai ious dishes compos-
ing thu ftnst. They were hiouglit on largo
silver trajs and vorj tastefully arranged.
Home of them wero very palatable. Somo w to
mudo fioiu the milk of tho enconnut. others
from the pineapple and various trnph.it fruits.
After the repast the) brought out the bride,
who was. to siv the least, feai full) and won-
derfully aria) ed. rtlinwusilrHHM.il In roles of
thn i idlest silk of minnow colors, el iborutnly
I'nibroii'uicdmiilcinhclllshcd On herlitud was
a crown with gold spikes, in di of which
went twentyiirtblif) iliumond- -. 'I'lpi miisHivo
hnlr niiis had been insoited until her head re-
sembled the back of u porcupine 1'iom tho
ilm of the crown u bead fringe was petulant,
mid It somewhat obscured her face, which wiib
enamelled ton ghastly whiteness, resembling
a I Iceoof china. Her stiffened back hair pro-
truded In the shapo of u shin's rudder. On
each hand were about half a down largo dia-
mond lings, 'i lio hairpins and jewelry would
probnblj till u peck measure, nnd might be
estimated In volun somewhere but vv onn
JillMUlOO und KtlW.OiX). Tim great weight
on hor hesd inado hor so top he n that sho
c.uiM stand on I) with gnnt dilllculty. hho
wus led b) two old women, who seemed to nntlelpatu every want, and executed it accord-
ingly. The) pulled tip her stockings, wiped
oft her chin, adjusted her garments, und
funned hei. while tdiu looked neither to thoright nor to the left, and spnko not a word.
Nhe wns just about ns listless and Inanimate
ns n wax flguro. rl he usslsted her to tho(icntrtinf tint room, uliero sho confronted hor
parents and knelt beforo them. Tiny
brought out u lirse blue!: bridal veil,
which, wus stretched over hor head by thn ex-
tended iirms of her father and inrther mid al-
lowed to drop down over her. enveloping her
head und Bhouldors. '1 hen sho was led away
toon adjoining rooin tuavvult tho coming ofthe groom.

We filled In thn Interval by nn examinationpttlip linuso decorations. Wo Invaded tho
bridal chamber,, which win ornamented Ingrout strlo. 'iho valuable presents w.tro

there, 'ihn bedstead was n very elab-orut- e

nnd ornamental piece of furniture. Itvvasdriped with sill, curtains buspciided froma beadwork band, nnd iiiiii.im.ntt.it with gold-
en images tnnduliy the bot mtlsts of China
and Hluni In Imitation of lions, dragon, and
othor uniinals. Tlivro wus n good display of
bead work In, the room. Including two large
cases of very beautiful fcllppers. which must
havo contained nearly a bundled pairs.

The weird strains of muslo announced tho
approach of the gloom. Wo lost no time In go-In- g

down to seo lihn coming, arrayed in purplo
and fino linen, with a fan In his hnnd. under
the shade of a rod i nnopy, Ilo was H'c.impa-Ple- d

by thovc nernblu jo. between, bH relatives
sad friends, and n full band of musical per-
formers. Ar he entorod the threshold, ho was
met by nn old tlarao. who showored upon him
fellow rice perfumed, with ottar ot roses

vase ot gold, lie walked stmlgbt in.

. - tiBand took a sent In front of the family altar. fa ' '' H
Ing tho entrance. The altar Is seen In every ' IHChinese house. On cither side of the large 'Hroom wus a row of ebony chairs. Inlaid with tHmarbloiiiul mother-of-pear- l, thnt hadbetn re Hserved for the guests, who remained outside. HTwo functionaries wero stationed on either IHMiId of tho entrance, door, each with a Urge jHbrass gong In his blind, and ns a guest Hentered they announced tho fact In a most IHforcible mntiner by violent exercise on the 91Hgongs. A guest was received by the grooms ifrlHmen. who rushod at him, protruding thslr IxiflHdoubled lists and craning their necks In a SuHmanner that pugecsted n challenge to a spar HHring or bulling match. Ho responded In like IMBmanner. They oontlnuol to shako their fist jraM
nnd shrug their shoulders and wnltr about tho 9lBflroom lor n coupto nt minutes, nnd then con iHdueled tho guest to n sent at ono side Of the KbVgroom. Another guest would enter, snd the HbHgongs would sound again, beginning with low iaVaSnnd inensuicd tones, but Increasing louder SansSnnd louder and louder, until the women thrust SbbHtheir lingers In their ears nnd mndo comical fHgrimaces. Ho would bo received In the same SHmanner ami placed In a sent on the opposite) !ftBTaV
sldo of thu room facing tho previous guest aTayaysB

After about half a do-o- n guests had been araraH
admitted nnd serenaded, nil Kngllsh lady ot naraHour part), who was thu only oilier reprosonta- - HraVthe of tho Western world present, having ftjaarfl
watched tho performance very Intently. leeneq aTararariover t mo nnd romarkod: This Is what 1 araaacall tomfoolery." jMW him the guests hnd assembled a littlo boy, HbbtIn brother of Hie bride, I believe, who appeared IbvbbbtI
to act us best (young) man of the occasion, and fSjaaaawasfnncllullyuttlreil Invollowsllk pantaloons iv-aa-

ami vury ornamental rubes, brought to the) nafaraagroom a couple of eggs, which ho pocketed (aaaaaacoolly. Hugiivn to tho joungstor In return jbbbbbtipiece of money wrapped In n ploce ot red aaarsaapapet. Ten, followed by other courses, wa jarararfl
luoughl and solved to nil tlio guests. In dls- - StgtJtributtng the oups from a largo tray the ser aaaTSTsavant did not pass along tho linn from ono to iaBTsaBTi
another, but vibrated back and forth across i)aBBBTsl
the room like a shuttle. That, I understand. JaBBBBTi
was to ovoid tho necessity of turning his book jHto aii) body. aaaaaTI

Thu guests wore dressed nllko In lnrgo, loose Slgaiments with sleeves about two Inches longor afafafathatithclt arms. Their headgear was nN ut jmfaTAVfl
tliu sire uud sluipo ot un Inverted washbowl. aaaaaTI
and had u red silk fringe on the top radiating fajVAfAfJ
liom u polished brass knob In tho centre. The JaBBBTfl
soles of their shoes wore of wood, nnd about an bbbbbtI
Inch in thickness. Luch hold a fan. They aaBTsarlmight us well huvo boen dent and dumb, for aaaBTsanot a word was spoken. F.v on tho eating and aTaaral
drinking was u sham, for tho guests weni faaBBTsI
through the motions only, without tasting a kfajVAfA1.
thing. On thu nltur two large wax candles, bbbbbtI
each about tho sire of a man's arm, were burn aaaaTsaiing. also a tray of sandal-woo- d coals, which aBBBTfl
omitted cotiHldornbhi suioku that is supposed JaaBBBFl
to tie n linn perfume. KV&fAfJ

At tlio termination of thn shnm feast thu aaaBBBbride was brought forward, nnd nt that Im BBBBTflportont moment a tremendous volley ot fire ltfa!c nickers was oxnloded. Hor countenance. aaaaBBhowever, was still obscured by tho black bridal afafaffj
veil, Hho emerged from n side room, saluted jvYAaBysa
the guests, and beekoned thu groom to follow, ajBBBTsa
Preeoded by tho din of gongs beatonbytha afaVAVSgroomsmen, sho led tho way to the bridal aaaaaBchamber, turning now and then as she us &&
eendetl tho stairs or passed through a door- - aaaTaaQ
way, uud bade him come. When tho grooms- - jaaTaa
men enter the bridal chamherthey uro allowed afaBxaa!
to tako whntovur they may lay their hands on. H9aafland some time after tho wedding a special a aaraafeast Is picparod for them by tho groom, ut
which they nro compelled to disgorge tho 'KaraTea
nrllole's. particularly if they bo very valuable. Si'aBBBWhen the brldo nnd groom entered the chum artBBjnher they stood in front of the bed, where ha auJBBB
removed tho veil and beheld her face for tliu ETjbbti
first time. It is not probublo that they had aWBrtnever seen each other before. Alter he had BKWremoved tho veil and thrown It over BkaBBBsthu top of tho hod ho took from hor crown a bjbbbjirose uud pinned It on tho bed curtain. Hha arBBBTflthen unbuttoned his robe, which he removed. " SaBBBI
and put on instead ono which sho had made jbbbbS
for him Hei attendants then split her outer --ttffaBBBB
garments asunder and revealed a little red '':iBUbS
bug hanging ft out her wnlst and containing MffaBBBB
setups of i lolh, motul, rice. Ac. The grooms iJarswaBTi
removed that and threw it into tho bed. la HUaVI
tho mean time tliu bible was fanned and wait IbtObbVI
ed upon bj n bev y of Hiumosn stave girls, who Ibt&bbb
wero provided with not lothlng worth Bpenk- - IbbmbS
ing about. Indeed, so soiint y was their nttlre IbTlbIbb
that n lady of our party was shocked, and she) --"WlaTsI
Is not u prudish old muld. but a buxom young Maaan
wblow. Bbbbh

A spet Inl feast was prepared for the bride btJbbbs
and groom, and thej sat down together, toolc bbbbbbup their chop sticks, and pretended to cat. It JaBBBBTI
Mas u hollow mockery, for they did not eat IsBsaBB
a mouthful. Neither did thoy look at each IbbbbV
othor or sponk u word. After that farce the IbbbbVI
groom arose, und tlcarcd out without even faBBTtrJ
bidding the brldo adieu, and all tho guests de jbbubbI
parted, to return again in the evening. The laTffaBB
hridu was then taken awny for a bath, pre taBBraBvicius to thu evening roceptlon of tho bride-- tEiaBB
giuom, und wo depurtod. It H. L. IJbbb

ATROCITIES KKAB TASOANTIKA. bbbI
Hundred, or Helpless Cnptlvea Murdered by Tffffl

Arnb Kliive (stealers. jH
Stories of remarkable atrocitlos committed! iaLa!

recently by slave raiders near Lako Tangan- - EflHI
jlkn. havu reached liuropo. They would soera hKbD
almost incrcdiblo if their accuracy was not SPbBI
vouchod for by missionaries on the ground. 3PbiK'I
These statements havo beon laid before tha tjynsll
African Koclety nt Cologne, nnd hnvo been pub W'5&
llshed by tho authorities ot that society with ''biimS.S
tlio statement that thu storlosare perfectly
correct. K&kI

Ono of the missionaries writos that on Nor. bSbmI
10 last 'J.Oi0 bound slaves arrived In the)
neighborhood of Karoma, on the southeast 3BtffcJ
coast of Tanganyika. Karoma Is now a mis-- - tnmMi.
slon station, though It was founded by Klnf fSfLeopold about twolvo years ago, as the ex l?'tromo eastern post of tho Congo Froe State, , IWjj
Tlie Arab raiders woro led by Makutubu, one lltisi!
of tho n Arab chiefs oast of TangSn- - wfJS't
ylka. Tho slaves hud boon brought from 100 . fW'Jf..;
to IfiU miles south and southwost of the bis l&SpP
lako. Tho soacoast markets being cut off. 1$&.
tho Arabs soil their slaves among the na- - jsi'fiiflt
tlvotribos along the shores of tho lako. Thoy J?
had purchased tho slaves fora song or cap- - l'TOtured them without nny cost save forammunf- - tM'ir'il
tlon, nnd as human flosh was so exceedingly Mrlt1
chenn thny eared nothing about proservlng SjS2(.
HiiillvoBof thoso who fell by tho way during- - attMi
tho forced marches or who succumbed on ao-- f-i-

count of mengro rations. (lixW
On his way to tho lako Makutuhu decided to iFlhftlt

get rid of all who Impeded the march. At iifevKi
Lusuko. In order thnt his caravan might ad- - 1 ;iS
vnrioo with bi enter haste, ho drownod about !tfJtB
KiDold women and littlo children. Two days W4M,
Inter his caravan exiorlenced n fresh hln- - iffifjK
drance. Many of the poor slaves had become IKfflffi
so enfeeblod by tho rapid rate of march that iltlW--'
thej could gono furthor. Massucres. of which fi'jiif1
puoplo in civilized countries can form little
conception, followed. As fast as a slave sue- - cflBfl
cumbud Im was knocked In the head with a "'bbH
club and left tlend. 'J ho story of tho atrooljles 'iaDwiut on In advance ut thocaravaniindroacljed yt :lavVH
the missionary post. Father Drumaux set out Vtlnt oneu. In ouler if possible to savo some of "''bbbvI
the poor people from tho fnto that threatened 'bbUthem, lie succeeded In ransoming. slxty-oa- a bbbbI
slaves who would othurwlso hnvo oouu hilled, ' ABHOf course, ho paid only a very smalt sun 'bbbbH
in loco for them, 'ilien tho caravan went OB. "Bwhile tho priest bought food of tho natives for "ffffj
thu slaves lio hail liberated, nursod them back Hto strength, and took them to the station. H

HuMDsthut from ten to llfty slavoa a day bbbbIwero miirlered vvhilo thn caravan was on the avaaflroad. About iHKlw'ere killed during the march aBBBHnorth, nnd !2,K)0 rent lied tho oast shore of the Hbbblake. Thoso whom Father Dromaux hod ran- - VHsoiuod wero pltlablo objeots. in spite of the bbbbbIgood treatment ho hud given thorn. Even, bbbbhthoso who appeared to lio healthy had terrible ftvHburns on tho arms and thighs which they bad
rocolvoel as punishment for trivial or tmagin- - jrVHbb1
nry offences. Thu mission orphanage was aw"Sturned Into n hospital. WJWXM

irom Mpala. across tho lake from Karoma. F3lfecome more facts about tho atrocitlos ooramlt- - JKJFktoo by slavo dealers In tho region southwest ot Wf.ifX
'l.ingiuulk'iu 1 hoy aro turning the country ViiInto a desert. Ono dealer, it is suld. caught ff.iVi'
nearly L' (XX) slaves up to Heptember last roar. 'KifV
nnd In thocourso of his rulds killed many nun- - ".UW
drolls of tho natives und burned their villages. 'ffmOn tho march tlio slaves nro chained together fstflIn gr ups of twenty to twenty. llvo. and look Stmj
liko living skeletons. Food is very scarce tiialong sonif parts of tho route, und the slaves $ fyi
ure forced to dig up and out loots which even WaV
wild animals ioiii.o totmich Wheui thoy reach ?fifthe slave markets to whlchthelrcruel tnnstera ifi1wuro Hiking thum. the) nro plueed In huts which uislfa
uftorii no protection ngnliist the vveathitr, and.
wasted by fevei. hunger, and dysentery, thejr IJSfriia
perish by scores, Futhor Dromaux writes that
he has seen hundreds of slaves in roofless jViiaK,'
hills, while near them their masters goats iMJSf
huvo roofs fuer their bends. W85&

Lverj morning corpses nm dragged from fHVI:
tho slave huts and thrown totho lijimas. The MaVv
missionaries have many poor chll- - Eduil
dronwhoiti thoy found among the captives. WBP
They wore placed in special wards of tho mis- - Sav, jr
slon hospital. " As soon as I enter." sajs AwtlFntlior Josset, "they strcttli out their thin saTcST
little arms toward mo nnd say, 'Good Father.' IflVnfl
wo have suffere! s much hunger' Hftoenof laiEtfl
thum hnvo tiled already In eplto of the car (bbMbb
bestowt d on thum," aBKaBIt is not likely that similar atrocities will be bb9repeated during tho coming season. Both iaBSOei many nnd the (kmgo 1 roo Htato are deter- - HHH
mined that they shall reaso. An armed body MbTsb
of mon, with the pnrmlBslon of the German EHIauthorities, nft Zanzibar recently for no other BMpurpose than t put an end to them frightful Imbbb
uidsiiroiind 'luugnnylkn. Tim Congo BUte JuBbbI
h very viglliint in its pursuit of slave raider jflnn Its teiritory. and nlthough it has by no fflraHmeans extinguished the evil It haa done away iRaCB

with most of the raldinB in tho large tajtWiT $M
' ziijiBW


